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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 24, 2009
VA Black Hills Provides Women Veteran’s Health Care 

There are approximately 1.8 million women Veterans in the United States.  With that number expected to rise dramatically over the next two to four years, the face of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Black Hills Health Care System is changing.  While women and men wear the same uniform, salute the same flag, and suffer similar battle wounds, the health care they require can be dramatically different.  It is the mission of the VA to deliver excellent health care to both women and men, while at the same time addressing the unique health care needs of both genders.  
VA Black Hills Health Care System has always provided care for our female Veteran population but we are committed to enhancing this important mission. To ensure we meet the needs of our women Veterans, VA Black Hills Health Care System has employed a full-time Women Veterans Program Manager to oversee women’s services and assist women with their VA health care. 
Our Women Veteran’s Health Care Program provides comprehensive health care to all eligible women Veterans.  Primary medical care offered includes gynecological care, mammography, reproductive health care, management of menopause, screening and treatment of osteoporosis, maternity care, and infertility evaluation and treatment.  Residential and outpatient mental health programs are available to assist women Veterans in addressing a variety of issues including depression, anxiety, substance abuse, post-traumatic stress disorder, sexual trauma, and homelessness.  
Amy Vannatter, LMSW is our VA Black Hills Women Veterans Program Manager.  Vannatter earned her masters in social work in 2000, joined the VA in 2003, and transferred to VA Black Hills in October 2008.  Vannatter’s work has primarily been as a clinical social worker in a variety of settings; including a women’s specific substance abuse program, non-profit community medical clinic, residential and outpatient PTSD program, and an outpatient mental health clinic.  She developed and managed a rehabilitation program for Veterans with serious mental illness.  Vannatter is committed to serving women Veterans and ensuring that VA Black Hills is their health care provider of choice.  For further information or assistance, Vannatter can be contacted at (605) 499-9297.
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