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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

May 19, 2009
VA Black Hills Health Care System Celebrates National Nurses Week May 6-12

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), the nation’s largest employer of nurses, joined the American Nurses Association in honoring America’s nurses dedicated to saving lives and maintaining the health of millions of individuals during National Nurses Week, May 6-12.

This year’s Nurses Week theme was “Nurses: Building a Healthy America” and VA health care facilities throughout the country paid tribute to their 75,000 nurses who play a lead role in the transformation of VA in the “people-centric, forward-looking, results-driven” 21st century health care model envisioned by Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki.
Annually, National Nurses Week begins on May 6, marked as Nurse Recognition Day, and ends on May 12, the birthday of Florence Nightingale, founder of nursing as a modern profession. During this week, nurses at VA Black Hills Health Care System, were honored with a variety of receptions and hospital events.

VA Black Hills Health Care System honored the following Nurses of the Year: 

Carla Neuberger, RN, MA – RN Expanded Role – Depression Case Manager Fort Meade VAMC

Carol Krejci, RN  – Scottsbluff, Gordon, and Alliance, Nebraska Community Based Outpatient Clinics (CBOC)

Tina Norton, LPN – Employee Health Hot Springs VAMC

Elisa Lohman, NA – Community Living Center (CLC) E Ward Fort Meade VAMC
National Nurses Week is devoted to highlighting the diverse ways in which nurses, the largest health care profession, work to improve health care. From bedside nursing in hospitals and long-term care facilities to the halls of research institutions, state legislatures, and Congress, the depth and breadth of the nursing profession is meeting the expanding health care needs of American society and its veterans.

For more about VA nurses please check the Web at http://www.va.gov/nursing/ .
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