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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 1, 2009
VA’s Personal Health Record Wins National Award and Launches Wellness Reminders

My HealtheVet, the award-winning Personal Health Record for Veterans created by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), released its latest online feature called Wellness Reminders March 25, 2009.  Recognized with a top award from an independent group of health care professionals for innovation in computerizing medical records, My HealtheVet, at www.myhealth.va.gov, enhances a Veteran’s partnership with VA’s team of health care providers.

The top award by the Medical Records Institute was in the personal health record systems category.  It was based upon data integrity, security and consumer control of VA’s computerized patient record called My HealtheVet. 

 “This award is further evidence of VA’s leadership in using technology to ensure America’s Veterans receive world-class health care,” said VA’s Under Secretary for Health, Dr. Michael J. Kussman. “They deserve the best this country has to offer, and VA is achieving that standard as we introduce another key feature, Wellness Reminders, to My HealtheVet.” 

Nearly 625,000 Veterans have registered for My HealtheVet to access and update their private medical data.  At the VA Black Hills Health Care System there are over 2,500 Veterans registered for My HealtheVet who enjoy 24/7 access to VA health information, benefits and many online services. 

Veterans who enroll as patients at VA health care centers and get a My HealtheVet account can order VA prescriptions online, store and access their military and health history, research trusted health information and create a personal health record that will link to their VA electronic record from anywhere at any time.


“We keep adding features to My HealtheVet to give Veterans the tools to manage their care as partners with their VA medical providers,” said Kussman.  

During Doctor-Patient Trust Week, March 22 – 28, Veterans were encouraged to register on My HealtheVet at www.myhealth.va.gov.  My HealtheVet’s latest feature, Wellness Reminders, will further assist Veterans to manage their health care online by putting the power of e-health care with patients. Online Wellness Reminders is joining the award-winning assortment of online tools available on My HealtheVet. This new feature lets VA Veteran patients know that according to current guidelines and recommendations for good care, it is time to get a specific test or examination done.  Users can view their Wellness Reminders in the Get Care section of their My HealtheVet account.  Some Wellness Reminders are for everyone, like flu shots, while others are specific to patients with known risks, such as certain diabetic checks.  Click on this link to see the Wellness Reminders descriptions that VA patients can view:  Patient Wellness Reminders.

 To register for care at the VA Black Hills Health Care System, call the Fort Meade VA Medical Center at 1-800-743-1070 or the Hot Springs VA Medical Center at 1-800-745-2000 or go to https://www.1010ez.med.va.gov/sec/vha/1010ez/ and mail or fax your application to your local facility. You may also visit the VA Black Hills Health Care System website at www.blackhills.va.gov.

For additional questions about MyHealtheVet please contact Dianna Monahan RN MyHealtheVet point of contact for the VA Black Hills Health Care System at 1-605-720-7255 or 1-800-743-1070 ext 97255.
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