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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 1, 2009
Local Veterans Display Artistic Talents


Twenty Black Hills area Veterans have been selected as finalists in the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Black Hills Health Care System’s Veterans Creative Arts Show held at the Hot Springs and Fort Meade VA Medical Centers in March.
The first place winners in 30 different categories in performing and visual arts, from both facilities will move to the next phase of judging in June.   A first place win at the judging in June will secure the Veterans an invitation to the 2009 National Veterans Creative Arts Festival (NVCAF), October 5-11 in San Antonio, Texas.  The annual Festival is sponsored by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), the American Legion Auxiliary and Help Hospitalized Veterans.

Local first place winners at the Hot Springs VAMC show include: 
Acrylic Painting, Franz Brown “Cheyenne River Cottonwoods Spring Snow”
Oil Painting, Don Holst, “Little Goose Creek Wyoming”

Landscape Photography, Deborah Birdsall, “God Is Smiling”

People/Portraits/Sports Photography, Deborah Birdsall, “Did I Do That?”

Wildlife Photography, Tina Schuler, “Blue Eyes”

Crocheting/Knitting, Deborah Birdsall, “Flowered Doily”

Metalwork, Kenneth D. Lee, “Sandstone Oasis”

Wood Building Kit, Robert Laing, “Dinghy – Row Boat”

Latch Hook Kits, Robert Laing, “Prowling Tiger”

Figurine Painting, James Ray, “American Eagle”

Paint by Number Kits, Robert Laing, “Scenic Canal”

Solo Patriotic Poetry, Douglas Paananen, “A New Christmas Poem” 
Solo Country/Folk/ Bluegrass, James R. Downing III, “The Thunder Rolls”
Vocal Solo Rock, James R. Downing III, “Fire and Rain” 
Vocal Solo Religious, Douglas Paananen, “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)”


Local first place winners at the Fort Meade VAMC show include:
Metal Work, “Star Gates”, Kenny Skaggs

Bead Work, “Hidden Treasure”, Renee Porter Stewart
Scroll Saw, “Free Spirit”, Dan Goergen
Applied Mixed Media, “Mood Lamp”, Kenny Skaggs
Wood Carving “Blue Jay”, Jim Weets                     

Craft Coloring Kit, “Sailboats in the Harbor”, Don Peterka
Paint by # Kit, “Chickadee”, Wayne Dillin              
Digital Art, “Teton Booty”, Allen Eckman
Water Color, “Precious Flowers”, Dennis Linn
Acrylic Painting, “Legacy of Honor”, Dennis Linn
Fiber Arts, “Pine Needle Basket”, Kenny Skaggs
Pastel Painting, “Where the Flowers Grow, So Does Hope”, Dennis Linn
Sculpture, “Saved From the Flood”, Dennis Linn
Black & White Photography, “No Bull 777 Ranch”, Dennis Linn
Fine Arts Mixed Media, “Queen of the Missions”, Dennis Linn
Military Combat Experience, “The Insertion”, Allen Eckman
Poetry, “A Significant Childhood Place”, Renee Porter Stewart
Solo Comedy, “Annie’s Story from Quilters”, Renee Porter Stewart
Original Vocal Solo, “The Back Door’s Open Wide”, Jim Collins

 “We had excellent local participation at both medical centers this year,” said Ron Foster, Recreation Therapist, Hot Springs VA Medical Center.  “We’re fortunate to have the opportunity to experience the wonderful artistic talents of our region’s Veterans. 

For more information about the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival, visit www.creativeartsfestival.org.
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