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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
February 11, 2009
VA Black Hills Health Care System Welcomes New Chief of Surgery & Specialty Care Services
Vernon Hermsen, MD, has joined the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Black Hills Health Care System as Chief of Surgery and Specialty Care Services.  In his leadership role, Hermsen will ensure that the surgical team and related multidisciplinary staff will provide the highest quality of patient care to the nearly 20,000 veterans served by VA Black Hills.  Surgical Service at VA Black Hills encompasses most surgical disciplines, including General, Vascular, Thoracic, Orthopedics, Optometry, Ophthalmology, Urology, ENT, and Podiatry each with a high volume clinical operation and both ambulatory and inpatient surgery programs.  In addition to administrative responsibilities including management of regulatory and accrediting requirements, utilization review and quality improvement procedures, Hermsen will also practice within his surgical specialty of Ophthalmology.
Hermsen comes to the VA Black Hills Health Care System from Central Texas Veterans Health Care System where he most recently served as Chief of Ophthalmology and Optometry.  Prior to his VA career, Hermsen held positions as Clinical Associate Professor of Ophthalmology at the University of South Dakota, Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology at the University of Iowa, Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology at the University of Texas, Associate Professor of Surgery (Ophthalmology) at Texas A & M University and Associate Professor of Ophthalmology at St. Louis University.
A native of South Dakota, Hermsen served in the U.S. Army Medical Corps, received his Bachelor of Science in Medicine from the University of South Dakota, his Medical Degree from the University of Texas Southwestern, completed his internship at Dallas Texas VA Hospital and Parkland Memorial Hospital and his residency in Ophthalmology for Scott and White Hospital (Texas A&M).  Hermsen is a member of a number professional societies and has supported numerous research projects, publications and presentations throughout his distinguished career.
 “We are very pleased to have Dr. Hermsen join us as Chief of Surgery and Specialty Care,” said Peter P. Henry, Director VA Black Hills Health Care System.  “His education, experience and interpersonal skills are exceptional and we look forward to his leadership in within surgery and specialty care.  His dedication to the mission of the VA - providing health care and support for America’s military heroes – makes him uniquely qualified to serve in this position.”
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